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Mission

Founded in 1910, the Society for the Pres-
ervation of New England Antiquities is a
museum of cultural history that preserves,
interprets, and collects buildings, land-
scapes, and objects reflecting New England
life from the seventeenth century to the
present, for the enjoyment and benefit
of all.

SPNEA promotes the highest stan-
dards of excellence in preservation, makes
its technical expertise widely available, and
uses its nationally significant collections as
the basis for educational programs, exhibi-
tions, research, and publications to further
the appreciation and understanding of New
England culture.
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Cover: Built ca. 1687, the William Boardman
House of Saugus is one of few surviving
seventeenth-century dwellings at Massachusetts
Bay for which a seventeenth-century inventory
exists. That document, compiled in 1696,
documents that the rear lean-to and the flue
Jor an eventual third hearth had been added to
the house between 1687 and 1696, a pattern
of incremental expansion common to many
Jirst-period homes. The Boardman House is
now an SPNEA study property. See Abbott
Lowell Cummings, “Three Hearths: A Socio-
cultural Study of Seventeenth-Century Massa-
chusetts Bay Probate Inventories” in this issue.
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