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Founded in 1910, the Society for the Pres- 

ervation of New England Antiquities is a 

museum of cultural history that preserves, 

interprets, and collects buildings, land- 

scapes, and objects reflecting New England 

life from the seventeenth century to the 

present, for the enjoyment and benefit 

of all. 

SPNEA promotes the highest stan- 

dards of excellence in preservation, makes 

its technical expertise widely available, and 

uses its nationally significant collections as 

the basis for educational programs, exhibi- 

tions, research, and publications to further 

the appreciation and understanding of New 

England culture. 
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Cover: In 1922 the Province House, built 

in 1679 and for many years the residence of 

royal governors, gave way to a wrecker’s ball 

to make space for a movie theater and o#ces. 

The Old South Meeting Housejust to the right 

stands to this day, but the more remarkable 

Province House could not be saved despite early 

preservationists’ efforts. See “The Province 

House and the Preservation Movement” begin- 

ning on page 5. 
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